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COMPONENT 1
GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE
MARKING GUIDELINES
GENERAL INFORMATION

Marking should be positive, rewarding achievement rather than penalising failure or
omissions. The awarding of marks must be directly related to the marking criteria.
Examiners should use both the generic assessment grid and the indicative content marking
guidance when assessing a candidate’s response.

Band Descriptors

When awarding a mark, examiners should select the band that most closely describes the
quality of work being marked.

° Where the candidate’s work convincingly meets the descriptors, the highest
mark should be awarded.

. Where the candidate’s work adequately meets the descriptors, the most
appropriate mark in the middle range should be awarded.

. Where the candidate’s work just meets the descriptors, the lowest mark
should be awarded.

Examiners should use the full range of marks available to them and award full marks for
work that convincingly meets the descriptors in that band.

Indicative Content

The mark scheme instructs examiners to reward valid alternatives where indicative content
is suggested for an answer. Indicative content outlines some areas of the text candidates
may explore in their responses. This is not a checklist for expected content or a ‘model
answer’. Where a candidate provides a response that contains aspects or approaches not
included in the indicative content, examiners should use their professional judgement as
English literature specialists to determine the validity of the response/interpretation in light of
the text and the question asked. All questions provide opportunities for candidates to make
informed, independent responses, and such opportunities need to be upheld in the marking.
Valid alternatives should be rewarded where deemed appropriate, in line with the skills set
out in the banded levels of response in the generic assessment grids.

In Section B question 7(b) the focus of the question is comparison. Therefore examiners
must only credit points which are comparative.

Balanced Responses

Candidates are expected to produce a balanced response to the poetry comparison

(Section B). Where responses are unbalanced, candidates will be self-penalising as they
will not be able to access the higher bands of AO1, AO2 and AO3 which require a sustained
focus on the task. All examiners will be provided with examples of balanced and unbalanced
responses when marking is standardised, exemplifying how judgement is used.



Assessment Objectives

AO1

AO1l:1a
AO1:1b
AO1:2

AO2

AQO3

AO4

Read, understand and respond to texts to:

maintain a critical style.

develop an informed personal response.

use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate
interpretations.

Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings
and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.

Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in
which they were written.

Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.

Assessment objective coverage in Component 1

Assessment Section A Section A Section B
objective (a) (b)
AO1:1a v v v
AO1:1b v v v
AO1:2 v v v
AO2 v v v
AO3 v
AO4 v




SECTION A (SHAKESPEARE)

GENERIC ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES GRIDS

Questions 1-5 (a) (extract)

The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the criteria is likely
to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of achievements in lower bands.

AO1 and AO2 are equally weighted in this question.

Total 15 marks

Band AO1l:1la+b, AO1:2 AO2
Candidates: Candidates:
sustain focus on the task, including overview, analyse and appreciate writers’ use of language,
convey ideas with consistent coherence and form and structure; make assured reference to
5 use an appropriate register; use a sensitive meanings and effects exploring and evaluating
and evaluative approach to the task and the way meaning and ideas are conveyed
13-15 analyse the. text critically; showg perceptive through Ignguage structu_re and form; .
marks understanding of the text, engaging fully, use precise subject terminology in an appropriate
perhaps with some originality in their personal context.
response; their responses include pertinent,
direct references from across the text,
including quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
sustain focus on the task, convey ideas with discuss and increasingly analyse writers’ use of
4 coherence and use an appropriate register; language, form and structure; make thoughtful
use a thoughtful approach to the task; show a | reference to the meanings and effects of stylistic
10-12 secure understanding of key aspects of the features used by the writer;
text, with considerable engagement; support use apt subject terminology.
marks S .
and justify their responses by well-chosen
direct reference to the text, including
quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
focus on the task, convey ideas with general comment on and begin to analyse writers’ use of
3 coherence and use a mostly appropriate language, form and structure; make some
register; use a straightforward approach to the | reference to meanings and effects;
7.9 task; show an understanding of key aspects of | use relevant subject terminology.
-9 marks . . e
the text, with engagement; support and justify
their responses by appropriate direct reference
to the text, including quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
have some focus on the task, convey ideas recognise and make simple comments on writers’
with some coherence and sometimes use an use of language, form and structure; may make
2 appropriate register; use a limited approach to | limited reference to meanings and effects;
the task; show some understanding of key may use some relevant subject terminology.
4-6 marks | aspects of the text, with some engagement;
support and justify their responses by some
direct reference to the text, including some
quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
have limited focus on the task, convey ideas may make generalised comments on writers’ use
with occasional coherence and may of language, form and structure; may make basic
1 sometimes use an appropriate register; use a reference to meanings and effects;
simple approach to the task; show a basic may use some subject terminology but not
1.3 understanding of some key aspects of the text, | always accurately.
-3 marks : .
with a little engagement; may support and
justify their responses by some general
reference to the text, perhaps including some
quotations.
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. Nothing worthy of credit.




Questions 1-5 (b) (essay)

The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the criteria is likely
to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of achievements in lower bands.

AO1 and AO2 are equally weighted in this question.

This assessment also includes 5 marks for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the use of vocabulary and
sentence structures (AO4). There is a separate assessment grid for AO4.

Total marks 20+5

Band AO1l:1la+b, AO1:2 AO2
Candidates: Candidates:
sustain focus on the task, including overview, analyse and appreciate writers’ use of language,
convey ideas with consistent coherence and form and structure; make assured reference to
5 use an appropriate register; use a sensitive meanings and effects exploring and evaluating
and evaluative approach to the task and the way meaning and ideas are conveyed
17-20 analyse the. text critically; show a perceptive through Ignguage structu_re and form; .
marks understanding of the text, engaging fully, use precise subject terminology in an appropriate
perhaps with some originality in their personal context.
response; their responses include pertinent,
direct references from across the text,
including quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
sustain focus on the task, convey ideas with discuss and increasingly analyse writers’ use of
4 considerable coherence and use an language, form and structure; make thoughtful
appropriate register; use a thoughtful approach | reference to the meanings and effects of stylistic
13-16 to the task; show a secure understanding of features used by the writer;
key aspects of the text, with considerable use apt subject terminology.
marks L :
engagement; support and justify their
responses by well-chosen direct reference to
the text, including quotations
Candidates: Candidates:
focus on the task, convey ideas with general comment on and begin to analyse writers’ use of
3 coherence and use a mostly appropriate language, form and structure; make some
register; use a straightforward approach to the | reference to meanings and effects;
9-12 task; show an understanding of key aspects of | use relevant subject terminology.
marks the text, with engagement; support and justify
their responses by appropriate direct reference
to the text, including quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
have some focus on the task, convey ideas recognise and make simple comments on writers’
> with some coherence and sometimes use an use of language, form and structure; may make
appropriate register; use a limited approach to | limited reference to meanings and effects;
5.8 the task; show some understanding of key may use some relevant subject terminology.
-8 marks : .
aspects of the text, with some engagement;
support and justify their responses by some
direct reference to the text, including some
quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
have limited focus on the task, convey ideas may make generalised comments on writers’ use
with occasional coherence and may of language, form and structure; may make basic
1 sometimes use an appropriate register; use a reference to meanings and effects;
simple approach to the task; show a basic may use some subject terminology but not
1-4 understanding of some key aspects of the text, | always accurately.
-4 marks : .
with a little engagement; may support and
justify their responses by some general
reference to the text, perhaps including some
quotations.
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. Nothing worthy of credit.
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AO4

Level

Performance Descriptors

High Performance

4-5 marks

In the context of the Level of Demand of the question,
Learners spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy, and
consistently use vocabulary and sentence structures to
achieve effective control of meaning.

Intermediate
Performance

2-3 marks

In the context of the Level of Demand of the question,
Learners spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy, and
use a considerable range of vocabulary and sentence
structures to achieve general control of meaning.

Threshold Performance

In the context of the Level of Demand of the question,
Learners spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy,

1 mark
and use a reasonable range of vocabulary and sentence
structures; any errors do not hinder meaning in the
response.

0 marks

Candidates do not reach the threshold performance
outlined in the performance descriptor above.




COMPONENT 2
GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE
MARKING GUIDELINES

GENERAL INFORMATION

Marking should be positive, rewarding achievement rather than penalising failure or
omissions. The awarding of marks must be directly related to the marking criteria.
Examiners should use both the generic assessment grid and the indicative content marking
guidance when assessing a candidate’s response.

Band Descriptors

When awarding a mark, examiners should select the band that most closely describes the
quality of work being marked.

° Where the candidate’s work convincingly meets the descriptors, the highest
mark should be awarded;

° Where the candidate’s work adequately meets the descriptors, the most
appropriate mark in the middle range should be awarded;

. Where the candidate’s work just meets the descriptors, the lowest mark
should be awarded.

Examiners should use the full range of marks available to them and award full marks in any
band for work that convincingly meets the descriptors in that band.

Indicative Content

The mark scheme instructs examiners to reward valid alternatives where indicative content
is suggested for an answer. Indicative content outlines some areas of the text candidates
may explore in their responses. This is not a checklist for expected content or a ‘model
answer’. Where a candidate provides a response that contains aspects or approaches not
included in the indicative content, examiners should use their professional judgement as
English literature specialists to determine the validity of the response/interpretation in light of
the text and the question asked. All questions provide opportunities for candidates to make
informed, independent responses, and such opportunities need to be upheld in the marking.
Valid alternatives should be rewarded where deemed appropriate, in line with the skills set
out in the banded levels of response in the generic assessment grids.

In Section C question 17(b) the focus of the question is comparison. Therefore examiners
must only credit points which are comparative.

Balanced Responses

Candidates are expected to produce a balanced response to the poetry comparison
(Section C). Where responses are unbalanced, candidates will be self-penalising as they
will not be able to access the higher bands of AO1 and AO2 which require a sustained focus
on the task. All examiners will be provided with examples of balanced and unbalanced
responses when marking is standardised, exemplifying how judgement is used.



AO1

AO1l:1a
AO1:1b
AO1:2

AO2

AO3

AO4

Read, understand and respond to texts to:

maintain a critical style;

develop an informed personal response;

use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate
interpretations.

Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings
and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.

Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in
which they were written.

Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.

Assessment objective coverage in Component 2

Assessment Section A Section B Section C

objective

AO1l:1a

AO1:1b

AO1:2

NN NN
N ERERNERN

AO2

NN RN RN

AO3

AO4 v




SECTION A (POST-1914 PROSE/DRAMA)

GENERIC ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES GRIDS

Questions 1-10

The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression within the criteria is likely
to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of achievements in lower bands.

AO1 and AO2 are equally weighted in this question.

This assessment also includes 5 marks for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the use of vocabulary and
sentence structures (AO4). There is a separate assessment grid for AO4.

Total marks 35+5

Band AOl:la+b, AO1:2 AO2
Candidates: Candidates:
sustain focus on the task, including overview, analyse and appreciate writers’ use of language,
convey ideas with consistent coherence and form and structure; make assured reference to
use an appropriate register; use a sensitive meanings and effects exploring and evaluating
5 and evaluative approach to the task and the way meaning and ideas are conveyed
analyse the extract and wider text critically; through language structure and form;
29-35 show a perceptive understanding of the extract | use precise subject terminology in an appropriate
marks and wider text, engaging fully, perhaps with context.
some originality in their personal response;
their responses include pertinent, direct
references from across the extract and wider
text, including quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
sustain focus on the task, convey ideas with discuss and increasingly analyse writers’ use of
considerable coherence and use an language, form and structure; make thoughtful
4 appropriate register; use a thoughtful approach | reference to the meanings and effects of stylistic
to the task; show a secure understanding of features used by the writer;
22-28 key aspects of the extract and wider text, with use apt subject terminology.
marks considerable engagement; support and justify
their responses by well-chosen direct
reference to the extract and wider text,
including quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
focus on the task, convey ideas with general comment on and begin to analyse writers’ use of
3 coherence and use a mostly appropriate language, form and structure; make some
register; use a straightforward approach to the | reference to meanings and effects;
15-21 task; show an understanding of key aspects of | use relevant subject terminology.
! the extract and wider text, with engagement;
marks C ;
support and justify their responses by
appropriate direct reference to the extract and
wider text, including quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
have some focus on the task, convey ideas recognise and make simple comments on writers’
with some coherence and sometimes use an use of language, form and structure; may make
2 appropriate register; use a limited approach to | limited reference to meanings and effects;
the task; show some understanding of key may use some relevant subject terminology.
8-14 aspects of the extract and wider text, with
marks some engagement; support and justify their
responses by some direct reference to the
extract and wider text, including some
quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
have limited focus on the task, convey ideas may make generalised comments on writers’ use
with occasional coherence and may of language, form and structure; may make basic
1 sometimes use an appropriate register; use a reference to meanings and effects;
simple approach to the task; show a basic may use some subject terminology but not
1-7 marks understanding of some key aspects of the always accurately.
extract and wider text, with a little engagement;
may support and justify their responses by
some general reference to the extract and
wider text, perhaps including some quotations.
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. Nothing worthy of credit.
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SECTION C (UNSEEN POETRY)
Generic Assessment Objectives Grid

Question 17 (a)

The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression
within the criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of
achievements in lower bands.

AO1 and AO2 are equally weighted in this question.

Total 15 marks

Band AO1:1 atb, AO1:2 AO2
Candidates: Candidates:
sustain focus on the task, including overview, analyse and appreciate writers’ use of language,
convey ideas with consistent coherence and form and structure; make assured reference to

5 use an appropriate register; use a sensitive meanings and effects exploring and evaluating

and evaluative approach to the task and the way meaning and ideas are conveyed

13-15 analyse the text critically; show a perceptive through language structure and form; use precise

marks understanding of the text, engaging fully, subject terminology in an appropriate context.

perhaps with some originality in their personal
response; their responses include pertinent
,direct references from across the text,
including quotations.

Candidates: Candidates:
sustain focus on the task, convey ideas with discuss and increasingly analyse writers’ use of
4 coherence and use an appropriate register; language, form and structure; make thoughtful
use a thoughtful approach to the task; show a | reference to the meanings and effects of stylistic
10-12 secure understanding of key aspects of the features used by the writer; use apt subject
text, with considerable engagement; support terminology.
marks R .
and justify their responses by well-chosen
direct reference to the text, including
quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
focus on the task, convey ideas with general comment on and begin to evaluate writers’ use of
3 coherence and use a mostly appropriate language, form and structure; make some
register; use a straightforward approach to the | reference to meanings and effects; use relevant
7.9 task; show an understanding of key aspects of | subject terminology.
-9 marks . S
the text, with engagement; support and justify
their responses by appropriate direct reference
to the text, including quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
have some focus on the task, convey ideas recognise and make simple comments on writers’
with some coherence and sometimes use an use of language, form and structure; may make
2 appropriate register; use a limited approach to | limited reference to meanings and effects; may
the task; show some understanding of key use some relevant subject terminology.

4-6 marks | aspects of the text, with some engagement;
support and justify their responses by some
direct reference to the text, including some

quotations.
Candidates: Candidates:
have limited focus on the task, convey ideas may make generalised comments on writers’ use
with occasional coherence and may of language, form and structure; make basic
1 sometimes use an appropriate register; use a reference to meanings and effects; may use
simple approach to the task; show a basic some subject terminology but not always
1-3 understanding of some key aspects of the text, | accurately or appropriately.
-3 marks . .
with a little engagement; may support and
justify their responses by some general
reference to the text, perhaps including some
quotations.
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. Nothing worthy of credit.




SECTION C (UNSEEN POETRY)

Generic Assessment Objectives Grid

Question 17 (b)

The following descriptions have been provided to indicate the way in which progression
within the criteria is likely to occur. Each successive description assumes demonstration of
achievements in lower bands. In Section C question 17(b) the focus of the question is
comparison. Therefore examiners must only credit points which are comparative.

AO1 and AO2 are equally weighted in this question.

Total 25 marks

Band AO1:1 a+b, AO1:2 AO2
Comparison is critical, illuminating and sustained across AO1 and AO2. There will be a wide ranging
discussion of the similarities and/or differences between the poems.
Candidates: Candidates:
sustain focus on the task, including overview, analyse and appreciate writers’ use of language,
5 convey ideas with consistent coherence and use form and structure; make assured reference to
an appropriate register; use a sensitive and meanings and effects exploring and evaluating the
21-25 evaluative approach to the task and analyse the way meaning and ideas are conveyed through
marks texts critically; show a perceptive understanding of | language structure and form; use precise subject
the texts, engaging fully, perhaps with some terminology in an appropriate context.
originality in their personal response; their
responses include pertinent, direct references
from across the texts, including quotations.
Comparison is focussed, coherent and sustained across AO1 and AO2. There will be a clear discussion
of the similarities and/or differences between the poems.
Candidates: Candidates:
4 sustain focus on the task, convey ideas with discuss and increasingly analyse writers’ use of
coherence and use an appropriate register; use a language, form and structure; make thoughtful
16-20 thoughtful approach to the task; show a secure reference to the meanings and effects of stylistic
marks understanding of key aspects of the texts, with features used by the writer; use apt subject
considerable engagement; support and justify their | terminology.
responses by well-chosen direct reference to the
texts, including quotations.
Comparison is focussed across AO1 and AO2 with some valid discussion of the similarities and/or
differences between the poems.
Candidates: Candidates:
3 focus on the task, convey ideas with general comment on and begin to evaluate writers’ use of
coherence and use a mostly appropriate register; language, form and structure; make some
11-15 use a straightforward approach to the task; show reference to meanings and effects; use relevant
marks an understanding of key aspects of the texts, with subject terminology.
engagement; support and justify their responses
by appropriate direct reference to the texts,
including quotations.
Comparison is general with some discussion of the obvious similarities and/or differences between the
poems.
Candidates: Candidates:
> have some focus on the task, convey ideas with recognise and make simple comments on writers’
some coherence and sometimes use an use of language, form and structure; may make
6-10 appropriate register; use a limited approach to the | limited reference to meanings and effects; may
-10 marks : ; .
task; show some understanding of key aspects of | use some relevant subject terminology.
the texts, with some engagement; support and
justify their responses by some direct reference to
the texts, including some quotations.
Comparison is very limited. There may be a basic awareness of the obvious similarities and/or
differences between the poems.
Candidates: Candidates:
have limited focus on the task, convey ideas with may make generalised comments on writers’ use
1 occasional coherence and may sometimes use an | of language, form and structure; make basic
appropriate register; use a simple approach to the | reference to meanings and effects; may use some
1-5 marks task; show a basic understanding of some key subject terminology but not always accurately or
aspects of the texts, with a little engagement; may | appropriately.
support and justify their responses by some
general reference to the texts, perhaps including
some quotations.
0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. | Nothing worthy of credit.




Assessment of VSSP for candidates using a scribe in Component 1A and
Component 2A

Candidates using a scribe can access some, or all, of the marks available for
vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation). The completed scribe
cover sheet must be attached to the front cover of the script. This must indicate the
extent to which the scribe has been used. Marks will be awarded as follows:

» Candidates who dictate their response are eligible for up to 72 of VSSP marks, i.e.
those for vocabulary and sentence structure.

» Candidates who dictate their response and indicate punctuation are eligible for up
to % of VSSP marks, i.e. those for vocabulary, sentence structure and punctuation.
However, to access these marks, the cover sheet must indicate that punctuation has
been dictated. If not, the candidate will only be able to access up to 2 of the VSSP
marks - those for vocabulary and sentence structure.

» Candidates who dictate their response, indicate punctuation and spell out every
word to the scribe, are eligible for up to all of the marks for VSSP.

However, it is anticipated that most candidates will be eligible for up to either 2 or %
of the VSSP marks. For candidates to access up to 100% of the VSSP marks, the
circumstances must be very clearly documented on the cover sheet.

These rules only apply to candidates using a scribe. If candidates, as an alternative,
are able to use a word processor with the spell check and grammar check turned off,
they will be able to access all of the marks for VSSP.

Instructions for examiners marking scribed responses

1. Assess the work for VSSP in accordance with the marking criteria as if the
candidate is eligible for all the VSSP marks.

2. Check the cover sheet to see what proportion of marks is available to the
candidate.

3. Convert the VSSP mark to reflect the correct proportion using the conversion table
given below.

VSSP mark If spelling and punc | If punc only If spelling and punc
NOT dictated dictated dictated
0 0 0 0
1 0 1 1
2 1 1 2
3 2 2 3
4 2 3 4
5 3 4 5

For example, if a response would have been awarded 4 marks if the use of the scribe
is ignored, and the cover sheet states that neither punctuation nor spelling has been
dictated, award 2. If the cover sheet states that punctuation has been dictated,
award 3. In the unlikely event that both spelling and punctuation have been dictated,
and the cover sheet clearly states this, award 4.

4. Finish marking the script and record your marks in the usual way.
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