
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

GCE A LEVEL MARKING SCHEME 
 
 
 
SUMMER 2019 
 
 
A LEVEL (NEW) 
SPANISH - COMPONENT 3 
A810U30-1 

 
 



 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 

Component 3: Marking grid for critical and analytical response in writing 
 

Marks AO3: manipulate the language accurately, in written 
forms, using a range of lexis and structure Marks 

AO4*: show knowledge and understanding of, and respond critically and analytically 
to, different aspects of the culture and society of countries/communities where the 

language is spoken 

9-10 

• Consistently accurate manipulation of the language of 
study. 

• Use of a wide range of lexis, grammatical structures 
and idiom. 

• Style and register is appropriate for the task set. 

9-10 

• A detailed, critical appreciation and analysis of the literary work / film which is very well 
supported by evidence. 

• Points of view are justified and fully developed. 
• There is a clear and coherent analysis and evaluation of issues and themes. 
• Clear and detailed analysis of the culture and society within the literary work / film where 

appropriate. 

7-8 

• Accurate manipulation of the language of study, with 
only a few errors. 

• Use of a good range of lexis, grammatical structures 
and idiom. 

• Style and register is mostly appropriate for the task set. 
7-8 

• A critical appreciation and analysis of the literary work / film which is supported by good 
evidence. 

• Points of view are justified and developed.   
• There is a degree of analysis and evaluation of issues and themes, although it may not 

be in depth.  
• An analysis is made of the culture and society within the literary work / film where 

appropriate. 

5-6 

• Some errors in manipulation of language. 
• Some vocabulary may be lacking or used 

inappropriately. Any idiomatic language used is simple. 
• Style and register is generally appropriate for the task 

set. 

5-6 

• A sound knowledge of the literary work / film but some evidence is irrelevant.  
• Points of view are expressed with some supporting evidence. 
• There are attempts to develop arguments and main points are evaluated.  
• Some analysis of the culture and society within the literary work / film where appropriate. 

3-4 

• A high incidence of basic errors affect accuracy. 
• Short sentences predominate. Some sentences 

incomplete and there is limited idiomatic knowledge. 
• Style and register is simple. 

3-4 

• A superficial knowledge of the literary work / film with evidence which is nearly always 
irrelevant. 

• Points of view expressed with little use of supporting evidence. 
• Only a partial response to the question set. 
• Limited analysis of the culture and society within the literary work / film. 

1-2 

• Little if any understanding of grammar. 
• Sentences often fragmented with very few correct 

patterns and features of language of study. Short 
phrases predominate. 

• Heavy reliance on anglicised structures. 

1-2 

• A knowledge of the literary work/film which is extremely limited and there is no supporting 
evidence.  

• Only a few points of view made are relevant to the question set.  
• A minimal response to the question set. 
• Very little attempt to analyse the culture and society within the literary work / film. 

0 • Nothing of value. 0 • Nothing of value. 

 
*Please refer to the subject specific additional notes when assessing AO4.



 

1 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 

La literatura 
 
Federico García Lorca: La casa de Bernarda Alba  [20] 
 
1. “En esta obra Lorca destaca las consecuencias de un pueblo lleno de mujeres 

débiles.” Evalúa esta afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may discuss whether: 
 
• there is really a lack of empowerment of women 
• the absent men are all controlling  
• “different” characters like Adela are under threat 
• the enemies of strong women like Adela are other women 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
O 

 
2.  “El control social aquí está en manos de las mujeres ancianas.” Analiza esta 

afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• how power in the family and village resides in the mouth of women  
• how the conduct and fate of younger women are decided by their 

elders  
• how the women seem beholden to the absent men 
• whether women are active or passive in the play 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward 
will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Fernando Fernán-Gómez: Las bicicletas son para el verano  [20] 
 
3. Analiza la creciente madurez de Luis a través de la obra. 

 
AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 

 
• the nature and place of Luis’ playing at the beginning and end 
• his behaviour towards the maid 
• his changing relationship with his father 
• his growing sense and perception of responsibility 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward 
will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
O 

 
4. “La obra destaca que en la guerra todos los personajes no pueden quedarse 

pasivos.” Evalúa esta afirmación: 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• how main characters react to the impact of the Civil War 
• how characters react to increasing constraints on daily routine 
• how some are selfish, others altruistic 
• how some support the Republic, others Franco’s side 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Laura Esquivel: Como agua para chocolate  [20] 
 
5. Analiza hasta qué punto se puede decir que Mamá Elena es una “hipócrita 

egocéntrica”. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• how Mamá Elena governs her household 
• her treatment of Tita 
• whether she is totally selfish 
• her behaviour against the background of revelations about her true 

love 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
O 

 
6. “La única mujer emancipada en la novela es Gertrudis.” Evalúa la validez de esta 

afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• how Mamá Elena’s three daughters react to her control 
• Gertrudis’s break for freedom 
• whether working as a prostitute can be called emancipation 
• whether Gertrudis achieves emancipation by becoming a 

Generala 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Luis de Castresana: El otro árbol de Guernica  [20] 
 
7. “A pesar de su madurez aparente, Santi sigue siendo un niño.” Evalúa esta 

afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may: 
 
• compare and contrast Santi’s behaviour with that of the other children 
• analyse how Santi is regarded by the children and adults 
• analyse his reactions to adults 
• draw conclusions about aspects of his maturity or immaturity 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward 
will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
O 

 
8. “En la novela Castresana subraya que el verdadero patriotismo puede ser vasco y 

español al mismo tiempo.” Analiza esta afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
● the historical background of the “patria chica” 
● the importance of identity to the Basque children 
• how Santi treats Spanish exiled children from other regions 
• the attitude of Santi towards the integration of Basques and other 

Spaniards 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Gabriel García Márquez: El coronel no tiene quien le escriba  [20] 
 
9. “La novela es una tragedia porque el coronel pasa su vida con sueños imposibles.” 

Evalúa esta afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• how the coronel lives in the past 
• his unshakeable faith in the fighting cock 
• his failure to address poverty 
• the ambiguity of the ending 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
O 

 
10. “Aquí García Márquez destaca lo noble y grande que puede ser un hombre pobre.” 

Analiza esta afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• the unbreakable optimism of the coronel 
• how other characters regard the coronel 
• the stoicism with which he treats his wife’s carping 
• the forbearance with which he faces hunger and poverty 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward 
will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Ramón Sender: Réquiem por un campesino español  [20] 
 
11. “El idealismo de Paco no le permite ver la maldad de los otros.” Analiza esta 

afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may: 
 
• analyse whether Paco is pragmatic or idealistic 
• compare and contrast Paco’s idealism with the priest’s behaviour 
• analyse Paco’s interaction with the big landowners  
• analyse whether Paco is too naïve in his dealings with the 

priest 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
O 

 
12. “Puede ser que hayan ganado los ‘señoritos’ pero la memoria de Paco sigue 

viviendo.” Evalúa esta afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• why Paco is murdered by the señoritos   
• why the peasants do not attend the memorial Mass for Paco 
• the importance of the ballad and the potro 
• the moral stature of Paco in the novel 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Las películas 
 
Guillermo del Toro: El laberinto del fauno  [20] 
 
13. Analiza el final de esta película, teniendo en cuenta lo que ha pasado antes. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may: 
 
• analyse the beginning and end of the film 
• analyse the role of the faun in the film 
• compare and contrast reality and fantasy in Ofelia’s life 
• discuss whether the film is an allegory or not 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward 
will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
O 

 
14. Analiza el significado y la importancia de las pruebas que tiene que superar Ofelia. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• the surrealistic aspects of the tests 
• whether they take place in the real or fantasy world 
• why Ofelia is the only person to see the toad, hombre pálido and 

faun 
• possible links with traditional fairy tales 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Pedro Almodóvar: Mujeres al borde de un ataque de nervios  [20] 
 
15. “Estas mujeres emancipadas no pueden abandonar a los hombres.” Analiza hasta 

qué punto estás de acuerdo con esta afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• whether the emancipated women are truly self-sufficient 
• whether all of the female characters behave rationally 
• whether the women are emotionally dependent on the men 
● whether Pepa finally becomes free from Ivan 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
O 

 
16. Analiza cómo Almodóvar usa la risa y la farsa en esta película para subrayar su 

mensaje. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• Pepa’s hysterical behaviour at the beginning and end 
• the farcical scenes when the drink is spiked 
• the slapstick involving the camp taxi driver 
• the humour deployed in the scene of the alleged terrorists 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Joshua Marston: María, llena eres de gracia  [20] 
 
17. “María es muy tonta o muy valiente porque vive su vida sin hacer caso de las 

amenazas personales.” Analiza esta afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• whether María makes a wise decision to give up flower-packing  
• her daring decision to work for the drug cartel 
• the evidence she sees of the violence of the Colombian drug 

runners in New York 
• whether she is very foolish or very brave 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
O 

 
18. ¿Hasta qué punto crees que la vida de María en los Estados Unidos parece más 

libre que su vida en Colombia? Justifica tu respuesta. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may: 
 
• analyse whether María’s life is really all that bad in Colombia 
• analyse how she exchanges her boyfriend for another implicated in 

drugs 
• compare and contrast the threat from the Colombian drug cartel with 

the New York version 
• analyse how her life is really going to be better in the United States. 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward 
will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Emilio Martínez Lázaro: Las trece rosas  [20] 
 
19. “El ambiente fascista de la prisión se parece al de un campo de concentración.” 

Analiza esta afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse the: 
 
• strict regimentation of the prison 
• emphasis on corrective punishment  
• role of traditional religion 
• attitude of the governor to the starvation of babies 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
O 

 
20. “El fusilamiento de las ‘rosas’ fue un crimen de venganza franquista.” Evalúa esta 

afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• the condemnation of the ‘rosas’ on dubious evidence 
• the ingenuousness of the ‘rosas’ towards their plight 
• the cold-hearted attitude of the priest 
• what Franco’s regime gained by shooting them 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Miguel Courtois: El Lobo  [20] 
 
21. “Esta película subraya la decadencia moral en los últimos años del franquismo.” 

Analiza esta afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse the: 
 
• violence perpetrated by the etarras 
• atmosphere of “dog eats dog” 
• role of El Lobo as a double agent 
• urge to survive at all costs 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 

 
 

O 
 
22. Analiza hasta qué punto aceptas la crítica de que no hay personas fiables en la 

sociedad retratada en la película. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• the growing atmosphere of fear and terror in the film 
• the need to watch one’s back at all times 
• whether El Lobo is more immoral than other members of ETA and the 

intellligence services 
• whether anyone is in control of events in this film 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Enrique Urbizu: La caja 507  [20] 
 
23. “Modesto es un hombre sencillo que decide luchar contra la corrupción y la 

injusticia.” Analiza esta afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• how Modesto just seeks justice for his daughter’s murder 
• how the crime of the property speculators reflects post-Franco 

Spain 
• the persistence with which he pursues the truth 
• whether his use of violence is justified by his objectives 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
O 

 
24. “En esta película Modesto llega a apreciar que la venganza es dulce.” Analiza esta 

afirmación. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may analyse: 
 
• how Modesto stumbles on the hidden truth of the land fire 
• whether he is right to investigate the case himself 
•  whether the end justifies the means in his confrontation with larger 

forces 
• to what extent he loses his innocence when solving the case 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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