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Component 3: Marking grid for critical and analytical response in writing 
 

Marks AO3: manipulate the language accurately, in written 
forms, using a range of lexis and structure Marks 

AO4*: show knowledge and understanding of, and respond critically and analytically to, 
different aspects of the culture and society of countries/communities where the language 

is spoken 

9-10 

• Consistently accurate manipulation of the language of 
study. 

• Use of a wide range of lexis, grammatical structures and 
idiom. 

• Style and register is appropriate for the task set. 

9-10 

• A detailed, critical appreciation and analysis of the literary work / film which is very well 
supported by evidence. 

• Points of view are justified and fully developed. 
• There is a clear and coherent analysis and evaluation of issues and themes. 
• Clear and detailed analysis of the culture and society within the literary work / film where 

appropriate. 

7-8 

• Accurate manipulation of the language of study, with only 
a few errors. 

• Use of a good range of lexis, grammatical structures and 
idiom. 

• Style and register is mostly appropriate for the task set. 

7-8 

• A critical appreciation and analysis of the literary work / film which is supported by good 
evidence. 

• Points of view are justified and developed.   
• There is a degree of analysis and evaluation of issues and themes, although it may not be in 

depth.  
• An analysis is made of the culture and society within the literary work / film where appropriate. 

5-6 
• Some errors in manipulation of language. 
• Some vocabulary may be lacking or used inappropriately. 

Any idiomatic language used is simple. 
• Style and register is generally appropriate for the task set. 

5-6 
• A sound knowledge of the literary work / film but some evidence is irrelevant.  
• Points of view are expressed with some supporting evidence. 
• There are attempts to develop arguments and main points are evaluated.  
• Some analysis of the culture and society within the literary work / film where appropriate. 

3-4 

• A high incidence of basic errors affect accuracy. 
• Short sentences predominate. Some sentences 

incomplete and there is limited idiomatic knowledge. 
• Style and register is simple. 

3-4 

• A superficial knowledge of the literary work / film with evidence which is nearly always 
irrelevant. 

• Points of view expressed with little use of supporting evidence. 
• Only a partial response to the question set. 
• Limited analysis of the culture and society within the literary work / film. 

1-2 

• Little if any understanding of grammar. 
• Sentences often fragmented with very few correct patterns 

and features of language of study. Short phrases 
predominate. 

• Heavy reliance on anglicised structures. 

1-2 

• A knowledge of the literary work/film which is extremely limited and there is no supporting 
evidence.  

• Only a few points of view made are relevant to the question set.  
• A minimal response to the question set. 
• Very little attempt to analyse the culture and society within the literary work / film. 

0 • Nothing of value. 0 • Nothing of value. 

 
*Please refer to the subject specific additional notes when assessing AO4.
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Additional notes 
La littérature 

 
Delphine de Vigan : No et Moi [20] 
 
1. Analysez et expliquez l’importance de la scolarité dans No et Moi. Justifiez votre 

réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• Lou needs a challenge - she is “intellectually precocious” 
• Lucas’s attitude to his studies 
• the representation of the teacher and his relationship with class 
• the contrast with No – lack of education 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look 
for and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
Ou 
 
2. Analysez les rapports entre Lou et ses parents dans No et Moi. Justifiez votre 

réponse.  
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• Lou is an only child – dysfunctional family 
• her mother has suffered from deep depression since the death of 

her daughter Thaïs  
• the father tries to maintain good humour  
• the ambiance in the apartment reflects relationships 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look 
for and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Fouad Laroui : Une année chez les Français [20] 
 
3. Analysez l’influence de la famille Berger sur Mehdi dans Une année chez les 

Français. Justifiez votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• Mehdi’s relationship with Denis 
• the circumstances of the invitation to stay with the Berger family 
• cultural differences in upbringing and family life 
• the impact on Mehdi 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
Ou  
 
4.  Analysez et expliquez l’importance de la scolarité dans le roman. Justifiez votre 

réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• Mehdi’s scholarship and its importance 
• life in a French boarding school in the 1960s 
• the attitude of pupils 
• the attitude of teachers 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Jean Anouilh : Antigone [20] 
 
5. Analysez les rapports entre Créon et Hémon dans la pièce. Justifiez votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• father and son – difficult relationship 
• different attitudes to Antigone 
• Créon needs his son’s support 
• Hémon’s final decision and its impact 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
Ou 
 
6. Antigone : « un symbole de la Résistance » . Discutez cette opinion de la pièce. 

Justifiez votre réponse.  
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• parallels with Occupied France 
• Antigone’s defiance 
• the role and attitude of Créon 
• the use of Greek myth to portray idea of Resistance 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Albert Camus : L’Étranger [20] 
 
7. Analysez les relations entre Meursault et Marie Cardona dans le roman. Justifiez 

votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• the circumstances and context of their meeting 
• their differing attitudes to their relationship 
• its effect on the events of the novel 
• changes in their relationship in la deuxième partie 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
Ou 
 
8. Analysez l’idée de la solitude dans L’Étranger. Justifiez votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• Meursault’s daily life in la première partie 
• his relationships with other characters 
• his attitude towards his mother’s death 
• his attitude during his trial 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Vercors : Le Silence de la mer [20] 
 
9. Analysez les rapports entre l’oncle et sa nièce dans Le Silence de la Mer. Justifiez 

votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• the historical context and location – their situation 
• their daily life and family links 
• the impact of the war and Occupation 
• the effect that Werner has on their relationship 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
Ou 
 
10. Analysez l’importance du symbolisme dans Le Silence de la Mer. Justifiez votre   

réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• the title – references to the sea 
• the Occupation and Resistance  
• symbolism of unity - “la belle et la bête”  
• attitudes of Werner and “la nièce” 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Guy de Maupassant : Boule de Suif et autres contes de guerre* [20] 
 
11. Analysez comment Maupassant représente l'ennemi dans les contes et justifiez 

votre réponse. 
 

*Any of the contes can be used to answer the question. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• the Prussians are generally cruel towards the French 
• the reaction of the French towards the Prussians 
• the futility of war 
• not all Prussians behave in a stereotypical fashion 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
Ou 
 
12. Analysez la représentation du monde féminin dans les contes et justifiez votre 

réponse. 
 

*Any of the contes can be used to answer the question. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• the role of women in that era 
• social class and standing of female characters 
• attitudes and reactions of women in war 
• male reactions to women 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Les films 
 
Eric Toledano et Olivier Nakache : Intouchables [20] 
 
13. Analysez comment le thème de l’intégration est présenté dans ce film. Justifiez votre 

réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• social exclusion and marginalisation 
• attitudes towards physical disability 
• friendship and mutual understanding 
• how characters help each other to integrate into society 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
Ou  
 
14. Analysez comment on représente les stéréotypes dans Intouchables. Justifiez votre 

réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• the representation of social classes 
• rich v poor 
• racial stereotyping 
• whether the film avoids the pitfalls of stereotyping 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Christophe Barratier : Les Choristes [20] 
 
15. Analysez le rôle et l’importance de Clément Mathieu dans le film. Justifiez votre 

réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• his arrival at Fond de l’Étang 
• the relationship with Rachin 
• his influence on the pupils 
• Pierre and Violette Morhange 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
Ou 
 
16. Discutez le thème du succès dans le film. Justifiez votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• Mathieu v Rachin 
• the role of music 
• Pierre Morhange 
• positive messages 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Ismaël Ferroukhi : Le Grand Voyage [20] 
 
17. Analysez les rapports entre le père et le fils dans le film Le Grand Voyage. Justifiez 

votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• the family situation 
• father/son conflict 
• religious linguistic and cultural problems 
• mutual understanding and respect 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
Ou 
 
18. Analysez comment Ferroukhi utilise le symbolisme dans le film. Justifiez votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• the importance of the title - symbolic 
• images of death 
• Mustapha – contrast with traditional Islamic values 
• cultural differences 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Mathieu Kassovitz : La Haine [20] 
 
19. Quels sont le rôle et l'importance de l’amitié dans La Haine ? Justifiez votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• friendship equates with family 
• differing attitudes towards friendship (3 main characters) 
• friendship and solidarity in “la banlieue” 
• pressure on friendship 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
Ou 
 
20. Analysez l’importance du cercle vicieux de la haine dans ce film. Justifiez votre 

réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• life in “la banlieue” 
• the attitude of the police 
• social problems (e.g. unemployment, drug abuse) 
• racism 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Louis Malle : Au Revoir les Enfants [20] 
 
21. Analysez comment Louis Malle crée des sentiments de menace et de peur dans ce 

film. Justifiez votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• anti-Semitism – Jean Bonnet’s fears 
• collaboration and denouncement 
• the importance of Joseph  
• the role and actions of Père Jean 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
Ou 
 
22. Quels sont l’importance et le rôle de la religion dans le film ? Justifiez votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• Catholicism  
• Judaism and anti-Semitism 
• the role and actions of Père Jean 
• the nun in the infirmary 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Gérard Jugnot : Monsieur Batignole [20] 
 
23. Analysez pourquoi M. Batignole décide de mettre sa vie en danger dans le film.  

Justifiez votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• Batignole’s original non-committal stance 
• his reaction to the treatment of Jews 
• how he is prompted by Simon’s situation 
• the opposition to Pierre-Jean 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
 

 
Ou 
 
24. Analysez l’impact de l’Occupation nazie sur la vie des Juifs dans le film Monsieur 

Batignole. Justifiez votre réponse. 
 

AO4 In response to the essay question the candidate may include the following: 
 

• the seizure of property 
• the round up of the Jews (la rafle) 
• children in danger 
• the need to flee to safety 

 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Look for 
and reward all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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