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    KEY ASPECTS OF THE SPECIFICATION FROM 2015 

COMPONENT 1, SECTION B: POETRY FROM 1789 TO THE PRESENT DAY 

AREA OF STUDY DESCRIPTION 

The Poetry Anthology Factors to consider, and guidelines for approaching, the question based on 
poems in the anthology. 

Example Poetry 
Question 

An example question based on the poem 'To Autumn' by John Keats. 

Example Poetry 
Question Mark Scheme 

The specific Assessment Objectives, Mark Scheme and Indicative Content for 
the example poetry question based on the poem 'To Autumn' by John Keats. 

Example Poetry 
Question Responses 

Example responses to the Poetry  Question 
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The Poetry Anthology 

   AMPLIFICATION FOR TEACHING 

Factors to consider: 

• Guidelines on the paper will steer the learners towards considering:

1. the content and structure of the poems (what they are about and
how they are organised)

2. how the writers create effects, with use of appropriate terminology
where relevant, and the contexts of the poems

3. how these may have influenced the ideas in them

• Comparison runs across the three Assessment Objectives. It would,
however, be sensible to focus on understanding the individual poems
before moving on to comparing them.

 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Romantic poetry 

Specimen Assessment Materials 

Eduqas Poetry Anthology Resources 

Key Points: 

• In the examination, one poem will always be printed, and learners will have to choose
another with which to compare it.

• There will be a printed list of the titles of all the poems in the anthology.
• Learners will need to have studied all the poems in order to make an informed and

sensible choice.
• Responses will be assessed for AO1, AO2 and AO3. For AO3, context is interpreted

relatively broadly, including the time the poems were written in, the times they are
set in, including social and cultural features, and literary contexts.

• The focus for choice of the second poem will be provided, almost certainly relating
to themes, so thinking about grouping the poems into themes from the very start will
be useful.

• Bear in mind, however, that many of the poems could well encompass more than one
theme.

AREA OF STUDY 

COMPONENT 1: SECTION B EXAM LEVEL: GCSE 
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   EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS IN COMPONENT 1 

Here are examples of our sample tasks taken from our full set of SAMs, which can be accessed from the 
additional resources section below. 

COMPONENT 1: SECTION B 

Poetry, answer both 71 and 72 
You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on 71, and about 40 minutes on 72. 

71     Read the poem 'To Autumn', by John Keats. 
In this poem Keats explores ideas about nature. Write about the ways in which Keats 
presents nature in this poem. Remember to refer to the contexts of the poem in your  
answer. 

[15] 

72       Choose one other poem from the anthology in which the poet also writes about nature.  
Compare the presentation of nature in your chosen poem to the presentation of nature 
in 'To Autumn'. 

[25] 

In your answer to 72 you should compare: 

• the content and structure of the poems – what they are about and how they
are organised

• how the writers create effects, using appropriate terminology where relevant

• the contexts of the poems, and how these may have influenced the ideas in them

Select the 
image (left) 
for the Mark 
Scheme for 
this question. 

Select the 
image (left) 
for the 
Indicative 
Content for 
this question. 

   ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Romantic poetry 

Specimen Assessment Materials 

Eduqas Poetry Anthology Resources 
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 EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS IN COMPONENT 1 – MARK SCHEME 

'To Autumn' by John Keats: 

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness! 
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; 
Conspiring with him how to load and bless 
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run; 
To bend with apples the moss’d cottage-trees, 
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core; 
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells 
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more, 
And still more, later flowers for the bees, 
Until they think warm days will never cease, 
For Summer has o’er-brimm’d their clammy cells. 

Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store? 
Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find 
Thee sitting careless on a granary floor, 
Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind; 
Or on a half-reap’d furrow sound asleep, 
Drows’d with the fume of poppies, while thy hook 
Spares the next swath and all its twined flowers; 
And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep 
Steady thy laden head across a brook; 
Or by a cyder-press, with patient look, 
Thou watchest the last oozings hours by hours. 

Where are the songs of Spring? Ay, where are they? 
Think not of them, thou hast thy music too,— 
While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day, 
And touch the stubble plains with rosy hue; 
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn 
Among the river sallows, borne aloft 
Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies; 
And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn; 
Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft 
The red-breast whistles from a garden-croft; 
And gathering swallows twitter in the skies. 

   ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Romantic poetry 

Specimen Assessment Materials 

Eduqas Poetry Anthology Resources 
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 EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS IN COMPONENT 1 – MARK SCHEME 

Here you will find the Assessment Objectives for the example Poetry  question, based on the poem 
'To Autumn' (taken from our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials, which can be accessed from 
the additional resources section below). 

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVE DESCRIPTION 

AO1:1a Read, understand and respond to texts to maintain a critical style. 

AO1:1b Read, understand and respond to texts to develop an informed personal 
response. 

AO1:2 Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate 
interpretations. 

AO2 
Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create 
meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where 
appropriate. 

AO3 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in 
which they were written. 

Select the 
image (left) 
for the Mark 
Scheme for 
this question. 

Select the 
image (left) for 
the Indicative 
Content for 
this question. 

   ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Romantic poetry 

Specimen Assessment Materials 

Eduqas Poetry Anthology Resources 
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   EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS IN COMPONENT 1 – MARK SCHEME 

Here you will find the Mark Scheme for the example Poetry question 71 (taken from our full set of Specimen 
Assessment Materials). 
71, AO1, AO2 and AO3 are equally weighted in this question. 

BAND AO1: 1a+b, AO1:2 AO2 AO3 

5 Candidates: sustain focus on the task, 
including overview, convey ideas with 

Candidates: analyse and appreciate 
writers’ use of language, form and 

Candidates: show an assured 
understanding of the relationships 

consistent coherence and use an structure, make assured reference to between texts and the contexts in which 

13–15 
marks 

appropriate register; use a sensitive and 
evaluative approach to the task and 
analyse the text critically; show a 
perceptive understanding of the text, 

meanings and effects exploring and 
evaluating the way meaning and ideas 
are conveyed through language structure 
and form; use precise subject terminology 

they were written, including, where 
relevant, those of period, location, social 
structures and literary contexts such as 
genre, and the contexts in which texts are 

engaging fully, perhaps with some in an appropriate context. engaged with by different audiences. 
originality in their personal response; their 
responses include pertinent, direct 
references from across the text, including 
quotations. 

4 Candidates: sustain focus on the task, 
convey ideas with coherence and use an 

Candidates: discuss and increasingly 
analyse writers’ use of language, form 

Candidates: show a secure 
understanding of the relationships 

appropriate register; use a thoughtful and structure, make thoughtful reference between texts and the contexts in which 

10–12 
marks 

approach to the task; show a secure 
understanding of key aspects of the text, 
with considerable engagement; support 
and justify their responses by well-chosen 

to the meanings and effects of stylistic 
features used by the writer; use apt 
subject terminology. 

they were written, including, where 
relevant, those of period, location, social 
structures and literary contexts such as 
genre, and the contexts in which texts are 

direct reference to the text, including engaged with by different audiences. 
quotations. 

3 Candidates: focus on the task, convey 
ideas with general coherence and use a 

Candidates: comment on and begin to 
analyse writers’ use of language, form 

Candidates: show an understanding of 
the relationships between texts and the 

mostly appropriate register; use a and structure, make some reference to contexts in which they were written, 

7–9 
marks 

straightforward approach to the task; 
show an understanding of key aspects of 
the text, with engagement; support and 
justify their responses by appropriate 

meanings and effects; use relevant 
subject terminology. 

including, where relevant, those of period, 
location, social structures and literary 
contexts such as genre, and the contexts 
in which texts are engaged with by 

direct reference to the text, including different audiences. 
quotations. 

2 Candidates: have some focus on the 
task, convey ideas with some coherence 

Candidates: recognise and make 
simple comments on writers’ use of 

Candidates: show some understanding of 
the relationships between texts and the 

and sometimes use an appropriate language, form and structure, may contexts in which they were written, 

4–6 
marks 

register; use a limited approach to the 
task; show some understanding of key 
aspects of the text, with some 
engagement; support and justify their 

make limited reference to meanings 
and effects; may use some relevant 
subject terminology. 

including, where relevant, those of period, 
location, social structures and literary 
contexts such as genre, and the contexts 
in which texts are engaged with by 

responses by some direct reference to different audiences. 
the text, including some quotations. 

1 Candidates: have limited focus on the 
task, convey ideas with occasional 

Candidates: may make generalised 
comments on writers’ use of language, 

Candidates: show limited understanding 
of the relationships between texts and the 

coherence and may sometimes use an form and structure, may make basic contexts in which they were written, 

1–3 
marks 

appropriate register; use a simple 
approach to the task; show a basic 
understanding of some key aspects of the 
text, with a little engagement; may support 

reference to meanings and effects; may 
use some subject terminology but not 
always accurately. 

including, where relevant, those of period, 
location, social structures and literary 
contexts such as genre, and the contexts 
in which texts are engaged with by 

and justify their responses by some different audiences. 
general reference to the text, perhaps 
including some quotations. 

0 Nothing worthy of credit. Nothing worthy of credit. Nothing worthy of credit. 
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   EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS IN COMPONENT 1 – MARK SCHEME 

Here you will find the Mark Scheme for the example Poetry question 72 (taken from our full set of Specimen 
Assessment Materials). 72, AO1, AO2 and AO3 are equally weighted in this question. 

BAND AO1: 1a+b, AO1:2 AO2 AO3 

5 Comparison is critical, illuminating and sustained across AO1, AO2 and AO3. There will be a wide ranging discussion of the similarities 
and/or differences between the poems. 

21–25 
Candidates: sustain focus on the task, 
including overview, convey ideas with 
consistent coherence and use an 
appropriate register; use a sensitive and 
evaluative approach to the task and 
analyse the text critically; show a 
perceptive understanding of the text, 
engaging fully, perhaps with some 
originality in their personal response; their 
responses include pertinent, direct 
references from across the text, including 
quotations. 

Candidates: analyse and appreciate 
writers’ use of language, form and 
structure, make assured reference to 
meanings and effects exploring and 
evaluating the way meaning and ideas 
are conveyed through language structure 
and form; use precise subject terminology 
in an appropriate context. 

Candidates: show an assured 
understanding of the relationships 
between texts and the contexts in which 
they were written, including, where 
relevant, those of period, location, social 
structures and literary contexts such as 
genre, and the contexts in which texts are 
engaged with by different audiences. 

marks 

4 Comparison is focussed, coherent and sustained across AO1, AO2 and AO3. There will be a clear discussion of the similarities and/or 
differences between the poems. 

16–20 
Candidates: sustain focus on the task, 
convey ideas with coherence and use an 
appropriate register; use a thoughtful 
approach to the task; show a secure 
understanding of key aspects of the text, 
with considerable engagement; support 
and justify their responses by well-chosen 
direct reference to the text, including 
quotations. 

Candidates: discuss and increasingly 
analyse writers’ use of language, form 
and structure, make thoughtful reference 
to the meanings and effects of stylistic 
features used by the writer; use apt 
subject terminology. 

Candidates: show a secure 
understanding of the relationships 
between texts and the contexts in which 
they were written, including, where 
relevant, those of period, location, social 
structures and literary contexts such as 
genre, and the contexts in which texts are 
engaged with by different audiences. 

marks 

3 Comparison is focussed across AO1, AO2 and AO3 with some valid discussion of the similarities and/or differences between the poems. 

Candidates: focus on the task, convey 
ideas with general coherence and use a 
mostly appropriate register; use a 
straightforward approach to the task; 
show an understanding of key aspects of 
the text, with engagement; support and 
justify their responses by appropriate 
direct reference to the text, including 
quotations. 

Candidates: comment on and begin to 
analyse writers’ use of language, form 
and structure, make some reference to 
meanings and effects; use relevant 
subject terminology. 

Candidates: show an understanding of 
the relationships between texts and the 
contexts in which they were written, 
including, where relevant, those of period, 
location, social structures and literary 
contexts such as genre, and the contexts 
in which texts are engaged with by 
different audiences. 

11–15 
marks 

2 Comparison is general with some discussion of the obvious similarities and/or differences between the poems. 

Candidates: have some focus on the 
task, convey ideas with some coherence 
and sometimes use an appropriate 
register; use a limited approach to the 
task; show some understanding of key 
aspects of the text, with some 
engagement; support and justify their 
responses by some direct reference to 
the text, including some quotations. 

Candidates: recognise and make 
simple comments on writers’ use of 
language, form and structure, may 
make limited reference to meanings 
and effects; may use some relevant 
subject terminology. 

Candidates: show some understanding of 
the relationships between texts and the 
contexts in which they were written, 
including, where relevant, those of period, 
location, social structures and literary 
contexts such as genre, and the contexts 
in which texts are engaged with by 
different audiences. 

6–10 
marks 

1 Comparison is very limited. There may be a basic awareness of the obvious similarities and/or differences between the poems. 

Candidates: have limited focus on the 
task, convey ideas with occasional 
coherence and may sometimes use an 
appropriate register; use a simple 
approach to the task; show a basic 
understanding of some key aspects of the 
text, with a little engagement; may support 
and justify their responses by some 
general reference to the text, perhaps 
including some quotations. 

Candidates: may make generalised 
comments on writers’ use of language, 
form and structure, may make basic 
reference to meanings and effects; may 
use some subject terminology but not 
always accurately. 

Candidates: show limited understanding 
of the relationships between texts and the 
contexts in which they were written, 
including, where relevant, those of period, 
location, social structures and literary 
contexts such as genre, and the contexts 
in which texts are engaged with by 
different audiences. 

1–5 
marks 

0 Nothing worthy of credit. Nothing worthy of credit. Nothing worthy of credit. 
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 EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS IN COMPONENT 1 --  MARK SCHEME 

Here you will find Indicative Content for the example Poetry question, based on 'To Autumn' (taken from 
our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials). 
This is not a checklist. Please reward valid alternatives. 

COMPONENT 1: SECTION B 

Poetry, 'To Autumn', 71 

Responses may include: 

AO1 
• An understanding of Keats’ appreciation and acceptance of the beauty of nature
• The inevitability of time passing in 'To Autumn'
• The abundance of nature referred to in the poem
• The inevitability of death

AO2 
• Comments on Keats’ use of language to present nature
• The use of the three stanza structure in 'To Autumn' to reveal the poet’s acceptance of time

passing and death
• The poet’s use of imagery, such as the extended personification of autumn in its different stages
• The use of rhyme and structure to present the passing of time
• The use of language to suggest the richness and fecundity of nature

AO3 
• How the approach to nature is presented in relation to the literary context of the Romantic tradition
• The influence of Keats’ awareness of his own mortality
• Keats’ relationship with nature
• The place of agriculture in the presentation of nature

Select the 
image (left) for 
the extract 
from the 
example 
question. 

Select the 
image (left) for 
the Mark 
Scheme for 
this question. 
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 EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS IN COMPONENT 1 --  MARK SCHEME 

Here you will find Indicative Content for the example Poetry question, based on 'To Autumn' (taken from 
our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials). 

This is not a checklist. Please reward valid alternatives. 

COMPONENT 1: SECTION B 

Poetry, 'To Autumn', 72 

Responses may include: 

AO1 
• An understanding of a child’s view of nature in 'Death of a Naturalist' and how this compares with

the view of nature in 'To Autumn'
• The child’s engagement and excitement in his discovery of the natural world in 'Death of a

Naturalist' and a comparison with the narrator’s viewpoint in 'To Autumn'
• How both poems deal with the theme of nature

AO2 
• How Heaney uses language to achieve specific effects and how this compares to Keats’ use of language in

'To Autumn'
• The use of childlike imagery and the appeal to the senses in 'Death of a Naturalist' and how this

compares with the use of imagery in 'To Autumn'
• How iambic pentameter and division into stanzas, contribute to the overall meaning of 'Death of a Naturalist'

and how this compares with the structural features of 'To Autumn'

AO3 
• An understanding of the contexts of 'Death of a Naturalist' and the contexts of 'To Autumn'
• Comments on context such as the 20th century Irish rural setting of 'Death of a Naturalist'

compared to the rural setting of 'To Autumn'

• Valid comparisons of both poems’ autobiographical elements, such as the poets’ awareness of
the passing  of time

• A comparison of the contextual factors affecting 'To Autumn' and 'Death of a Naturalist', e.g. the
importance of the natural world to the poets

Select the 
image (left) for 
the Mark 
Scheme for 
this question. 

Select the 
image (left) for 
the 
Assessment 
Objectives for 
this question. 
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EXAMPLE ANSWERS AND EXAMINERS COMMENTS FOR THE ANTHOLOGY QUESTION IN COMPONENT1

Here you will find Indicative Content for the example Poetry question, based on 'To Autumn' (taken from 
our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials). 

71
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Here you will find Indicative Content for the example Poetry question, based on 'To Autumn' (taken from 
our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials). 

EXAMPLE ANSWERS AND EXAMINERS COMMENTS FOR THE ANTHOLOGY QUESTION IN COMPONENT1
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Here you will find Indicative Content for the example Poetry question, based on 'To Autumn' (taken from 
our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials). 

EXAMPLE ANSWERS AND EXAMINERS COMMENTS FOR THE ANTHOLOGY QUESTION IN COMPONENT1

72
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Here you will find Indicative Content for the example Poetry question, based on 'To Autumn' (taken from 
our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials). 

EXAMPLE ANSWERS AND EXAMINERS COMMENTS FOR THE ANTHOLOGY QUESTION IN COMPONENT1
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Here you will find Indicative Content for the example Poetry question, based on 'To Autumn' (taken from 
our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials). 

EXAMPLE ANSWERS AND EXAMINERS COMMENTS FOR THE ANTHOLOGY QUESTION IN COMPONENT1

71
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Here you will find Indicative Content for the example Poetry question, based on 'To Autumn' (taken from 
our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials). 

EXAMPLE ANSWERS AND EXAMINERS COMMENTS FOR THE ANTHOLOGY QUESTION IN COMPONENT1

72

16

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-literature/gcse/wjec-eduqas-gcse-english-literature-sams-from-2015.pdf?language_id=1


Here you will find Indicative Content for the example Poetry question, based on 'To Autumn' (taken from 
our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials). 

EXAMPLE ANSWERS AND EXAMINERS COMMENTS FOR THE ANTHOLOGY QUESTION IN COMPONENT1

71
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Here you will find Indicative Content for the example Poetry question, based on 'To Autumn' (taken from 
our full set of Specimen Assessment Materials). 

EXAMPLE ANSWERS AND EXAMINERS COMMENTS FOR THE ANTHOLOGY QUESTION IN COMPONENT1
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