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Eduqas Website 
Eduqas is the brand that provides schools with WJEC’s reformed Ofqual 

regulated GCSEs, AS and A levels 
www.eduqas.co.uk is the main place to go for: 
• Specifications 
• Sample assessment materials 
• Teaching and learning support 
• i.e. online magazine 
• Examiner reports and past papers (from summer 2017 for 

GCSE English Language) 
• Applying to become an examiner 
• Subscribing to news bulletins 

 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/


Eduqas Support 
 

A full range of information and resources is available to help support you 
in the teaching of the WJEC Eduqas GCSE English Language specification.  
These include: 
• Specification and Sample Assessment Materials 
• Additional GCSE assessment materials 
• Teachers’ Handbook 
• Endorsed text books and interactive resources 
• Marked specimen assessment exemplars on the secure website 
• KS3 units of work (more coming soon) 
• KS3 assessments (coming soon) 
• GCSE units of work on 19th and 21st century non-fiction 
• Resources on 20th Century Prose Reading 
• Spoken Language exemplar material and commentaries 
• Spoken Language task setting advice and guidance 
 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-language/gcse/wjec-eduqas-gcse-english-lang-spec.pdf
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-language/gcse/wjec-eduqas-gcse-english-language-sams-100914.pdf
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-language/gcse/GCSE-English-Language-Teacher-Handbook.pdf?language_id=1&dotcache=no&dotcache=refresh
https://www.wjecservices.co.uk/
http://eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-language/gcse/
http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=643
http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=643
http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=643
http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=643
http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=643
http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=657
http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=657
http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=657


FURTHER SUPPORT 

• E-bulletins 
• Teaching resources  http://resources.wjec.co.uk/  
• i.e. – online magazine for English teachers 
• Online Exam Review: http://oer.wjec.co.uk/  
• CPD Training  
• Secure website www.wjecservices.co.uk - for past papers, mark 

schemes, CPD materials 
• Ofqual Grade Descriptors 
• Ofqual information on grading the new GCSEs 
• WJEC Eduqas regional representatives 

http://resources.wjec.co.uk/
http://issuu.com/wjec_cbac/docs/issue_9?e=3861845/9547001
http://oer.wjec.co.uk/
http://www.wjecservices.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/377768/2014-09-12-grading-the-new-gcses-in.pdf


Eduqas Website 

Our online resources 
are FREE. 



Free Resources 



Spoken Language Exemplars 



Inside English Magazine 
Contribute ideas, work, tips etc.  



Termly newsletters are sent to all centres 
who subscribe and relay timely information 
and updates. 



WJEC Eduqas regional representative team 
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Who we are 

• Small team of regional representatives for England 
established in January 2015 

• Based in the regions:  
 South East and London – Jonathan Harrington 
 The North – Catherine Oldham 
 North West – Dave Evans 
 South West to East Anglia – Dave Jones 
• Line manager - Hugh Lester 
 



What we do 

• Support new and existing centres (contact, visits, 
curriculum clinics) 

• Introduce new specifications 
• Facilitate local subject network groups 
• Presentations on resources and qualification 

reform 
• Attend LEA, consortia events and conferences 
• Attend exams officer meetings 
 



Contacts 
North: Catherine Oldham 
catherine.oldham@eduqas.co.uk 
@coldhamwjec 
 
SW to East Anglia: Dave Jones 
davidr.jones@eduqas.co.uk 
@DavidWJECJones 
 
SE & London: Jonathan Harrington 
jonathan.harrington@eduqas.co.uk 
@jharringtonWJEC 
 
North West: Dave Evans 
david.evans@eduqas.co.uk 
 
General enquiries: Hugh Lester 
hugh.lester@eduqas.co.uk 
@hugh_lester 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





APPLICATION PROCESS 
• Complete an application using the on-line application system available on the 

Appointees page of the WJEC website. 
 

• Once you have completed the initial registration, please make sure that you 
validate your email account so that you can complete the application process. 
 

• When you have completed your application, remember to click ‘submit’ on the 
homepage to complete the process. 
 

• Remember to inform your referee of your application, as sometimes delays occur 
due to referees not completing the reference section. 
 

• On occasion, applicants may not be accepted due to a lack of relevant teaching 
experience. 
 

• Applicants may re-apply once they have gained sufficient experience.  
 

• Some applicants will be approved, but may have to wait on the reserve list until a 
suitable vacancy arises. 

https://appointees.wjec.co.uk/


Key Messages 
• Two final re-sit opportunities for the current 

legacy specifications in GCSE English Language 
and English November 2016 and June 2017 

• Candidates can carry forward controlled 
assessment marks or enter new work 

• First qualification award (Eduqas specification) 
summer 2017 

• Key dates: new specification 
• Key dates: legacy specification 

 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-language/gcse/gcse-english-language-important-dates-2016-17.pdf?language_id=1
http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english/english-gcse/


Key Messages Spoken Language 

 
• Component 3 Spoken Language sample to monitor 

by 5th May 2017 
• Guidance on recording and monitoring 

arrangements on the Eduqas website: 
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/qualificat
ion-resources.html?subject=English&level=GCSE  

• Guidance on task setting and FAQs on CPD CDRom 
 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/qualification-resources.html?subject=English&level=GCSE
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/qualification-resources.html?subject=English&level=GCSE


Key Messages  
Progress 8 
• The best of English Language and English Literature will be double-

weighted, provided a pupil has taken both qualifications. 
 

• The second best score of English Literature and English Language can be 
counted in the ‘open group’ of subjects, if it is one of the pupil’s highest 
scores in this group. 

 

2017 Performance Measures: only the reformed GCSEs in English 
language and English literature will count in the 2017 secondary school 
performance measures 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/qualifications-counting-in-future-
performance-tables 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-
gcses-graded-9-to-1 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/qualifications-counting-in-future-performance-tables
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/qualifications-counting-in-future-performance-tables
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1


QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
GCSE English language will: 
 

• be 100% examination 
 
• require students to answer questions on unseen 19th, 20th and 21st century texts (texts must 

include literature and extended literary non-fiction, and other writing such as essays, reviews 
and journalism)  

• have a Spoken Language endorsement 

• allocate 20% of the marks for the written exams to technical accuracy 

• be untiered; 

• be graded 9 to 1 (9 being the highest) http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-

gcses-2017/ 

• be fully linear with assessments available in the summer series 

• have a November re-sit series for candidates 16 or over 

http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-gcses-2017/
http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-gcses-2017/
http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-gcses-2017/
http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-gcses-2017/
http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-gcses-2017/
http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-gcses-2017/
http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-gcses-2017/
http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-gcses-2017/
http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-gcses-2017/
http://ofqual.gov.uk/news/setting-standards-new-gcses-2017/


ASSESSMENT SUMMARY 
Component 1: 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose 
Writing 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
40% of qualification 

  
Section A (20%) – Reading 
One extract (about 60-100 lines) of literature from the twentieth century 
 
Total marks=40 
 

 
Section B (20%) – Prose Writing 
One creative writing task drawn from a selection of four titles 
 
Total marks=40 
  



ASSESSMENT SUMMARY 
Component 2: 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction Reading and 
Transactional/Persuasive Writing 
Written examination: 2 hours 
60% of qualification 
  
Section A (30%) – Reading  
Two extracts (about 900-1200 words in total) of high-quality non-fiction 
writing from the nineteenth and twenty-first centuries 
 
Total marks=40 
 
Section B (30%) – Writing 
Two compulsory transactional/persuasive writing tasks 
 
Total marks=40 
 



ASSESSMENT SUMMARY 
Component 3: Spoken Language 
Non-exam assessment 
Unweighted 

  
One formal presentation/speech, including responses to questions and 
feedback.  
  
Spoken language will be reported on as part of the qualification, but it will 
not form part of the final mark and grade. 
  



ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES - READING 

READING (50% of overall qualification) 
Read and understand a range to texts to:   
 
  
 
 
AO2  Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to 

achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to 
support their views   

 
AO3  Compare writers' ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, 

across two or more texts  
  
AO4  Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references 
  
Each Reading question in our Eduqas specification targets a specific assessment objective  

AO1 • Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 

• Select and synthesise evidence from different texts 



ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES - WRITING 

WRITING (50% of the overall qualification)  
  
AO5  Communicate clearly, effectively, and imaginatively, selecting 

and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, 
purposes and audiences; 

 Organise information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of 
texts. 

  
AO6  Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence 

structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling 
and punctuation. (This requirement must constitute 20% of the 
marks for each specification as a whole.)   



ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES – SPOKEN LANGUAGE 

  
SPOKEN LANGUAGE (Unweighted)   
 
AO7  Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting  
  
AO8  Listen and respond appropriately to spoken   

 language, including to questions and feedback to 
 presentations   

 
AO9  Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and 

presentations.   
 



Assessment of Spoken Language 

• No marks will be assigned to a learner’s performance  
 
•  This endorsement will be reported as a separate 

grade (Pass, Merit, Distinction or Not Classified)  
 

• Grades will be decided using a ‘competency’ basis on 
set criteria which are common across all awarding 
organisations. 

 
  



ANY QUESTIONS? 
Contact our specialist Subject Officers and administrative support team 
for any queries.   
 
• Nancy Hutt / Julia Harrison  
 Subject Officers, GCSE English Language / English Literature 
 029 2026 5023 / 5374 
• Matt Oatley/ Lewis Beecham  
     Subject Support Officers, GCSE English 
 029 2026 5054 / 5051 
 
Email: gcseenglish@eduqas.co.uk  
 
eduqas.co.uk 
 
 

 

http://eduqas.co.uk/
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