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In accordance with regulatory requirements, all reformed general qualifications in England are linear. This means that candidates must take all the components within the specification within one examination
series.

The grade boundaries for each qualification are shown below. Component marks at key grade boundaries are aggregated to create a total mark, which is used to calculate the overall qualification grade for each
candidate. Candidates will receive the total aggregated mark and the overall grade on their results slips.

The grade boundaries for each component are also shown below. The highlighted grade boundaries were set using professional judgement.

Component boundaries are 'notional' and intended only as a guide to aid centres with their analysis, and are not official grades. Please note that notional component grade boundaries which have been derived
arithmetically may not add up to the overall qualification-level boundary where component marks have been scaled to produce the qualification-level mark.

Predicted Grades and Grade Boundaries
Awarding bodies recognise the important role that teachers play in predicting grades for their students and appreciate how challenging this can be.

Ofqual’s announcement on 29 September 2022, recommends teachers to use pre-pandemic grading standards as the basis of predicting students’ grades in 2023.

Where you are using evidence from past papers from Autumn 2020, 2021, November 2020, 2021, 2022 and summer 2022 to create predicted grades, please be aware that the published grade boundaries for these
exams reflect the grading arrangements in place during the pandemic. As such, these boundaries may be lower than those set in examination series prior to the pandemic.

For further information on the latest Ofqual guidance, please see Ofqual’s blog here.
For further information on the latest JCQ guidance, please see JCQ's publication here.

Subj. Code/ Subject Name/Component Name Maximum Mark Weighting A B C D E
Component Factor

B400QS BIOLOGY 150 74 61 48 35 23
Component 1 Basic Biochemistry and Cell Organisation 75 1.0000 37 30 24 17 11
Component 2 Biodiversity and Physiology of Body Systems 75 1.0000 37 31 24 18 12
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