EDUQAS GCSE HISTORY

Sample responses

Component  2 – Period Study

2B.The Development of Germany,1919-1991

Q.5 
How important was the Reichstag Fire of 1933 in Hitler`s consolidation of power between 1933 and 1934?
[12 marks] 

Candidate A

Hitler called an election for March 1933 but a week before it took place the Reichstag building went on fire.  There is some uncertainty about who was actually responsible but the Nazis arrested Marinus van der Lubbe who had a connection with communists.  The Reichstag Fire was important it gave Hitler the opportunity to get rid of many of his political opponents including communists and socialists.  Hitler did not do as well as he had hoped in the election and so he got parliament to pass the Enabling Law which gave him full powers to make laws without the agreement of the Reichstag and he banned all other political parties.  The events surrounding the Reichstag Fire created fear as anyone who criticised Hitler could be arrested and imprisoned.  
Hitler now realised that he needed to get control of the army which meant getting rid of the SA who had served their purpose in his rise to power.

Another factor in his consolidation of power was the Night of the Long Knives in June when about 400 SA members were killed on Hitler`s orders which made him stronger than ever.  The Reichstag Fire was a key factor in this.     

Analysis 
· Attempts to consider how the Reichstag Fire was important in triggering a chain of events that led to Hitler`s consolidation of power

· Would expect more analysis of how events surrounding the Reichstag Fire led to the passing of the Enabling Act which marked the end of parliamentary democracy

· Reaches a judgement but needs more substantiation

AO1: Band 3 – offers detailed knowledge and understanding of the issue.

AO2: Band 3 - offers analysis of the issue while making a judgement about the importance of the Reichstag Fire.

	AO 1(a+b)
	3/4

	AO 2
	5/8

	Total
	8/12


Candidate B

The Reichstag Fire was important because Hitler used the events to blame the communists for starting it and they were banned from the election.  The Nazis did not get enough votes in the election and so Hitler got the law changed which gave him the power to arrest anyone who spoke out against him and the German people lived in fear of the Nazis.  This later led to the Night of the Long Knives when Hitler ordered the murder of hundreds of members of the SA.  This showed that he could destroy anyone who went against him because he had total power in Germany. 

Analysis
· Needs more contextual knowledge

· A hint of a judgement but lacking in support

AO1: Band 2 – offers some knowledge and understanding of the issue.   

AO2: Band 2 – begins to analyse the importance of the Reichstag Fire alongside other factors but without linkage.

	AO 1(a+b)
	2/4

	AO 2
	3/8

	Total
	5/12


2C.The Development of the USSR, 1924-1991

Q.3 

Stalin used a number of methods to maintain power in the USSR.  The methods of control included :

· The use of propaganda and censorship
· The creation of the Cult of Stalin

· The use of terror

Arrange the methods of control in order of their significance in Stalin's maintenance of power in the USSR.  Explain your choices.
[9 marks]

Candidate A

The use of terror was by far the most significant factor in Stalin`s maintenance of power in the USSR.  He used purges to sack politicians who opposed him and the most important ones were put on trials where, after arrest by the NKVD, they were tortured into making confessions and those found guilty were shot.  Purges spread to the army and generals who Stalin thought lacked loyalty to him were arrested and shot.  

Anyone overheard criticising Stalin could be arrested and sent to labour camps or gulags where conditions were awful and millions died.  Every part of the USSR was affected by the use of terror tactics and people lived in fear of the “knock on the door”.

The use of propaganda and censorship and the creation of the Cult of Stalin are linked.  Stalin kept a close eye on writers, painters and composers to make sure that they supported the Communist Party.  Writers had to carry out the policy of “social realism” and glorify workers and  show how communism had improved their lives.  Propaganda was used to convince people that Stalin was the “Great Leader” stressing the importance of every detail of his life. This led to the creation of the Cult of Stalin and statues and portraits of him were everywhere.  The use of propaganda and the creation of the cult of Stalin were important in brainwashing Russians but the fear factor was far more effective in Stalin's maintenance of power.

Analysis
· A balanced response with sound consideration of the three methods used
· There is justification of the relative importance of the methods
· Linking two methods is conceptually sound and would be enough to access 
Band 3
AO1: Band  3 – Demonstrates detailed knowledge and understanding of the three methods.

AO2: Band  3 – Sound explanation of the significance of the methods with justification.

	AO 1(a+b)
	      3/3 

	AO 2
	      5/6

	Total
	      8/9


Candidate B

The use of terror was the most important factor in Stalin keeping control as everyone lived in fear and people were scared to speak out against him because they could be sent to work camps.  People who spoke against him were tortured and executed and people lived in fear of the secret police.  

Propaganda was important as people had Stalin forced on them.  Everywhere you went there were statues and pictures of him.  Everyone had to love Stalin and believe that he was the greatest leader ever.

Analysis

· Some focus on the use of terror; propaganda is touched on and the Cult of Stalin is implied

· Lacks balance and depth

AO1: Band 2 - Demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the issue. 

AO2: Band 1 – Limited explanation with a thin attempt at justification.

	AO 1(a+b)
	2/3

	AO 2
	2/6

	Total
	4/9


2D.The Development of the UK, 1919-1990.

Q.5 

How important was popular music in influencing the lives of young people in Britain in the 1960s? 
[12 marks]

Candidate A

Popular music had a dramatic influence on a large number of young people in Britain in the 1960s.  Much of the music that was popular in the 1950s came from America but the 1960s saw an explosion of British bands.  Cities like London, Manchester and particularly Liverpool were home to hundreds of bands of whom the Beatles were by far the most famous.  Young men copied the hair-styles and fashions of their favourite pop stars and music gave rise to mods, rockers and hippies. Young people were more affluent in the 1960s and they could afford to buy radios, records and record players.  This led to young people gaining a sense of identity as they could express themselves through music.   Many became rebellious and the generation gap widened.  
In the 1960s psychedelic music led to some young people experimenting with drugs and young people became more permissive.  The introduction of the contraceptive pill and the rise of the feminist movement were important factors in influencing the lives of many young women in the 1960s.  

In conclusion, popular music was extremely important in influencing the lives and changing attitudes of many young people in Britain in the 1960s and many of the other factors which influenced young people were spin-offs from the pop scene.

Analysis 
· A well- focused response that demonstrates relevant knowledge and understanding
· Discusses the influence of music within the appropriate historical context
· Some focus on the sectoral appeal of popular music
· Recognises that popular music acted as a catalyst for influencing and changing lifestyles
· Could offer other factors which influenced the lives of young people but there are implicit references which would just elevate it to Band 4
AO1: Band 4 – Demonstrates accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding of the issue set in context. 
AO2: Band 4 – Sound analysis which evaluates the importance of the issue with a clear attempt to arrive at a judgement.
	AO 1(a+b)
	4/4

	AO 2
	7/8

	Total
	11/12


Candidate B

Popular music was very important in influencing the lives of young people in the 1960s because it gave them their own heroes which they could follow.  The biggest group in the 1960s was the Beatles from Liverpool.  Young men copied their style and girls fainted at their concerts.  Other famous groups at the time were the Rolling Stones and the Who.  Pop music led to changes in fashion and dances.  Some young people took drugs and went against the wishes of their parents.

Analysis
· Demonstrates some knowledge of the issue

· Limited attempt to analyse the issue

· Touches on some other factors without development

AO1: Band  2 – Offers limited knowledge and understanding of the issue. 

AO2: Band 1 – Limited analysis; lacking evaluation.

	AO 1(a+b)
	      2/4 

	AO 2
	      2/8

	Total
	    4/12


Component 2 – Thematic Study
2E. Changes in Crime and Punishment in Britain, c.500 to the present day

Q.2
Which of the two sources is the more reliable to an historian studying the methods of enforcing law and order over time? 
[6 marks]
Candidate A

Source D is from the Statute of Winchester which was an Act of Parliament passed by Edward I in 1285.  The king was very concerned about lawlessness at the time and, in line with the views of the time, felt that law and order should be based on community responsibility using tithings and hundreds.  The source also mentions the role of the sheriff and the use of the hue and cry to apprehend criminals.  The source can be seen as reliable as it is an Act of Parliament and does not give an opinion.

Source E is from Robert Peel addressing the House of Commons in 1829.  The source says that, as a result of the passing of the Metropolitan Police Act, policing would become modernised “centralised and professional”.  At the time the crime rate in London was rising and parliament was convinced that a paid police force was needed.  Peel as Home Secretary was given the responsibility of organising it. There is some bias when he says that “it will serve this nation proudly and become the envy of the world” which is really Peel praising himself in the House of Commons.

Both sources are reliable in that they deal with the need to improve methods of enforcing law and order at a particular time but source D is more reliable as it part of the wording of an Act of Parliament and is factual. 

Analysis
· Considers content and authorship
· Attempts to analyse the relative reliability of the sources.

Marginally Band 3

· There is a judgement but it could be developed further
· The sources are considered in context with reference to the times and circumstances in which they were produced which edges Band 3

A01 : Band 2 - Demonstrates detailed understanding. 

AO3: Band 3 – Offers analysis and evaluation while making a judgement.
	AO 1(b)
	2/2

	AO 3
	3/4

	Total
	5/6


Candidate B

Source D is from the Statute of Winchester which was passed in 1285 to improve ways of catching criminals.  It says that every man between 15 and 60 should keep the law by handing over criminals to the sheriff and if they escaped a hue and cry would chase after them and capture them.

Source E is from Robert Peel speaking about the passing of the Metropolitan Police Act in 1829.  He is speaking to parliament so he should be truthful but he is talking about an act that he brought in himself.

Of the two sources I think that Source D is more reliable as it has no bias. 

Analysis
· Very generalised, paraphrases the sources
· Lacks contextual knowledge

· No attempt at analysis

AO1: Band 1 – Some understanding shown.  

AO3: Band 1 – Generalised, lacking analysis and evaluation.
	AO 1(b)
	1/2

	AO 3
	1/4

	Total
	2/6


Component 2 – Thematic Study

2G. The Development of Warfare in Britain, c.500 to the present day

Q.2
Which of the two sources is the more reliable to an historian studying methods of recruitment into the armed forces over time? 
[6 marks]

Candidate A

Source D is an account of a recruitment sergeant describing ways of recruiting soldiers during the Napoleonic Wars.  This is what was done before the introduction of conscription.  The sergeant is explaining how press gangs operated in the 19th century.  It backs up my knowledge as it says how press gangs took men into the military using trickery or force.  They would press men from the lower classes who they found in taverns and brothels in naval towns.  

Source E is from a First World War recruitment poster at the start of the war in 1914.  Because conscription was not introduced until January 1916 the government had to get men to volunteer and many posters were produced for this purpose.  These posters were very effective in recruiting soldiers as they followed themes.  Some appealed to a man`s sense of duty as in source E while others appealed to male pride.  The source has been designed with the aim of encouraging men to join up whereas Source D is a first- hand account of the activities of press gangs and would be more reliable as it is more factual.  

Analysis
· Considers content and authorship
· Attempts a judgement but without substantiation

· Some recognition of the circumstances in which the sources were produced 

AO1: Band 2 – Shows understanding with some detail.
AO3: Band 2 – Partial evaluation of the sources. Basic judgement.
	AO 1(b)
	2/2

	AO 3
	2/4

	Total
	4/6


Candidate B

Source D is fairly reliable as it is from a recruitment sergeant who is giving his version of how he got men into the army.  He says that they either got them drunk and tricked them or they knocked them out.

Source E is a recruitment poster from 1914 trying to get men to join up. It says that “your country needs you” and would make men proud to fight for their country.  

Source D is a man`s account of what he did to force men into the army and is fairly reliable whereas Source E has been produced with the aim of getting men to volunteer.

Analysis
· Generalised response which largely paraphrases the sources
· Lacks contextual knowledge

· Superficial with little attempt to analyse and evaluate

AO1: Band 1 – Some understanding of the issue.
AO3: Band 1 – Generalised with little attempt to analyse.
	AO 1(b)
	1/2

	AO 3
	1/4

	Total
	2/6


Component 2 – Thematic Study

2H. Changes in Entertainment and Leisure in Britain, c.500 to the present day

Q.2
Which of the two sources is the more reliable to an historian studying cruelty in sport and entertainment over time?
[6 marks]

Candidate A

Source D is an account of Queen Elizabeth`s love of hunting which was very popular with noblewomen in the 16th century.  The source is written by the French Ambassador to the English court who is telling the King of France how skilful she is and how she is a match for any man which is his opinion.  His motives can be questioned as he may be trying to flatter the Queen and impress the King of France.  

Source E is from the Leicester Mercury of 2006 and is making the point that although fox hunting was banned by parliament in England and Wales in 2005 it continued in defiance of the law.  The newspaper has a rather sarcastic heading “Ban, what ban” and refers to the killing of over 250 foxes.  The image of the fox adds impact.  The newspaper is biased as it is only one side of the debate on fox hunting.

Source D is more reliable as although it flatters the Queen it is in line with the practice of hunting at that time.   

Analysis
· Considers content and authorship

· Attempts to analyse the relative reliability of the sources.

Just hits Band 3

· There is a judgement but it could be developed further

· The sources are considered in context with reference to the times and circumstances in which they were produced which edges Band 3

AO1 : Band 2 – Demonstrates detailed understanding. 

AO3: Band 3 – Offers analysis and evaluation while making a judgement.

	AO 1(b)
	2/2

	AO 3
	3/4

	Total
	5/6


Candidate B

Source D is from the French Ambassador who is writing to the King of France describing the Queen's love of hunting and how good she is.  It is a bit biased as it says that she would match any man.

Source E is from a newspaper of 2006 which says that fox hunting is still going on even though it was banned in 2005.  It is biased because it only gives one half of the story.

Both sources are biased but I think that Source D is less biased.

Analysis
· Generalised, paraphrases the sources

· Lacks contextual knowledge

· No real attempt at analysis

AO1: Band 1 – Some understanding shown.  

AO3: Band 1 – Generalised, lacking analysis and evaluation.

	AO 1(b)
	1/2

	AO 3
	1/4

	Total
	2/6


