

Using terminology to shape writing and improve commentaries. 


Read and Annotate


Extract from TED talk 'Nature is everywhere' delivered by Emma Marris.

"We are stealing nature from our children. Now, when I say this, I don't mean that we are destroying nature that they will have wanted us to preserve, although that is unfortunately also the case. What I mean here is that we've started to define nature in a way that's so purist and so strict that under the definition we're creating for ourselves, there won't be any nature left for our children when they're adults. But there's a fix for this. So let me explain." 


Bulet point features


- First person plural narrative voice


Write and Model



Task: Imagine that you are a tour guide of a National Trust Country Park. Write the opening of your talk given to a group of schoolchildren about the Park.
"We welcome you to Margam Country Park! We hope you enjoy yourselves today in our hundred acre grounds; what you are going to see is so exciting and so beautiful! Now, in a moment we will be giving out clipboards and a quiz sheet for you to complete in pairs. But, remember that whilst you are here to have fun, you must stay safe and with your teacher. Ready? Let's go!" 


Commentary


- Emotive verb 'stealing'


- First person plural possessive determiner 'our'


- Discourse marker 'Now'


- Syndetic pair of intensified adjectives 'so purist and so strict'


- Dramatic declarative '...there won't be any nature left...'


Foregrounded conjunction 'But..'


Imperative mood 'So let me explain'

These features act as your 'recipe' for your own writing.










You should now be able to write a commentary, with SEA, based on the terminology that you put into your writing, using your original recipe list.


Example:


"In my tour guide speech I have used the syndetic pair of intensified adjectives 'so exciting and so beautiful' to convey a tone of passion and enthusiasm to interest the child audience. I have also used the foregrounded conjunction 'But' to signal a change in tone and to accentuate the need for the children to act safely..."
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