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WJEC Resources:  Teaching Creative Writing at Key Stage 5 

Kirsten Wilcock, WJEC English Subject Officer and former Head of English and English Adviser, 
describes some of the new teaching and learning resources from the exam board. 

Overview 

To support the teaching of its reformed GCE English language qualification, WJEC has produced a 
series of five units focused on developing learners' original creative writing: 

Explanation Writing 

Obituary Writing 

Opinion Writing 

Review Writing 

Travel Writing 

The AS and A level English Language qualifications can seem challenging to some learners with the 
morass of linguistic terminology, and distinctions between form and function, so it is natural that 
teachers devote much of their time to the analysis and interpretation of language often at the 
expense of teaching writing skills.  It would be reasonable to extrapolate that learners' detailed 
exploration of language would positively impact on their own writing; however, without explicit, 
frequent opportunities to apply their knowledge learners may struggle to show their full skill in 
writing. 

These structured interactive tasks, written by Sam Holleman, teacher, adviser and grammarian, 
prepare learners for writing different text types – exploring key features of the genre, and lexical and 
grammatical choices – through explicit instruction and modelling. Each unit of work is accompanied 
by detailed guidance for teachers on how the materials might be used. 

Explanation Writing 

The task here for learners is to: 

Before they get to write their report, learners are taken through a number of activities related to the 
task exploring form and expression, including passive/active voice. 

Write a report for the National Union of Teachers (NUT) explaining the problem of the use of 
American English by British schoolchildren and outlining ways of addressing this problem. 
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Obituary Writing 

For many learners, this will be an unfamiliar form of writing. These resources aim to develop an 
understanding of the form and conventions of obituaries using exemplar written about two 
distinctive people. There is also focused activity on sentence structure: the creation of typical 
complex-compound sentences and their use to achieve an appropriate register for such writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Opinion Writing 

The main task here asks learners to produce a blog articulating strongly held views. 

There is a free-response gap-fill activity focusing attention on lexical choices and tone, where the 
author’s choices are revealed for learners to discuss and evaluate in comparison with their own. 
Learners are also directed to explore the construction of an argument and the use of specific 
rhetorical devices through looking at articles written by Jeremy Clarkson and Caitlin Moran. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review Writing 

These resources explore the different audiences and purposes of reviews, analysing lexical and 
grammatical choices in two examples and then applying their understanding to their own writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Travel Writing 

This unit of activities works towards the task of writing a travelogue to describe part of a remarkable 
journey for an online travel guide website. Here the learners focus on how to convey attitude and 
create atmosphere through lexical and grammatical choices, and the adaptations necessary to 
appeal to the intended audiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The resources discussed here, along with many, many more for KS3, GCSE and GCE – Language and 
Literature – can be found at: http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/  

If you would like any information about WJEC English qualifications, please contact the Subject 
Officers at: 

gcseenglish@eduqas.co.uk 

gceenglish@eduqas.co.uk  
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