WJEC GCSE History

Sample responses

Unit 2 – Studies in Depth - History with a European / world focus

2A: RUSSIA IN TRANSITION, 1905-1924

Q.3

This question is about the New Economic Policy.

Study the source below and then answer the question which follows.

Source B

LENIN PLACES HOPE IN HIS

NEW ECONOMIC POLICY

REVERSAL OF HIS THEORIES PLACES GREAT

STRAIN ON COMMUNIST SUPPORTERS

CONTROL IS ONLY HELD BY PARTY DISCIPLINE

"I am safeguarding the workers from exploitation"

says Bolshevik leader

[A headline to an article written by Walter Duranty, an American journalist in Moscow,

published in the New York Times (September 5th 1921)]

What was the purpose of Source B? 
[8]

[Use details from Source B and your own knowledge and understanding of the historical

context to answer the question.]

[24 x answer lines]

Candidate A

The source is a headline to a newspaper article in an American newspaper in 1921.

Its purpose is to inform the American public of events that are happening in Russia during this time. It is about the Russian economy and the fact that Lenin has introduced his New Economic Policy. This policy went against communist principles. This would be going back to capitalism, the very thing the communists had fought against in the civil war. The headline is aware of the fact that Lenin is taking a risk and may lose supporters. The author was an American journalist and would be prone to write it from a biased point of view. The Americans supported the White army in the fight against the Reds and feared the spread of communism. Lenin tells us that  he is safeguarding the workers. It was written in 1921 when the NEP began.

Analysis

· A good analysis shown but more could have been made regarding the content within the source eg. on how Lenin justifies his new policy.

· The purpose is well discussed with reference to the author and the fear of the spread of communism.

· More could be made of the NEP with examples of what it led to e.g. the peasants were allowed to sell some of their produce for profit (AO1).

· Although reference has been made to the attribution it could be developed further. More perhaps on the audience required.
AO1:
Band 3 -Some understanding of the historical context. 

AO3: 
Band 3 –The purpose gets the response into Band 3. A very good attempt has been made but could be developed further.

AO1 –3 /4

AO3 –3 /4

Total 6/8

Candidate B

The source is all about Lenin introducing his New Economic Policy in 1921. He did this because there was starvation and death due to the dreaded War Communism policy that existed during the civil war. By introducing the NEP Lenin is allowing people to make a profit and now there will be richer people which is against communism. The author believes that by taking this action party discipline will break down. The author is writing a newspaper article for the New York Times.

Analysis

· Understands the reasons why the NEP was introduced and the consequences. Some of the historical context.

· Greater discussion of the attribution and audience is needed. Nothing really on purpose.

AO1:
Band 2 – Some understanding of the historical context displayed. More could be made of the content within the source.

AO3:
Band 1 – Mainly paraphrasing of source material.
AO1 - 2/4 

AO3 - 1/4
Total - 3/8

Q.4

This question is about events in Russia in 1917.

Study the sources below and then answer the question that follows.

Source C

[image: image1.emf]
[A Communist poster showing Russian workers welcoming

Red Guards in October 1917]

Source D

Throughout 1917, the Bolsheviks worked with great enthusiasm and commitment. They

were among the masses, in the factories, every day and all the time. They became the party

of the masses because they were always there, guiding the whole life of the factories and

barracks. The masses were now completely in the hands of the Party of Lenin and Trotsky.

[From the memoirs of N. Sukhanov, a Bolshevik, writing in the 1930s]

Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying events in Russia in 1917? [12]

[You should refer to both sources in your answer and use your knowledge and

understanding of the historical context.]

[36 x answer lines]

Candidate A

Both sources are of varied usefulness to an historian studying events in Russia in 1917. They are focused on the relationship between the Bolsheviks and the workers only. Source C confirms that the Bolsheviks had widespread support, the poster shows a large number of workers welcoming the Red Guards. However this poster was produced by the Bolsheviks and is bound to suggest that they had widespread popular backing from the industrial workers when they seized power in October 1917.They are supportive of the Red Guards but when the Bolsheviks seized power the coup of the Winter Palace was undertaken by a small group of revolutionaries. The poster is from the time. It is a representation, propaganda by the communists. We do know that Lenin's April Theses “All power to the Soviets” would have encouraged the workers. Source D is useful because the author was there at the time, he was a Bolshevik supporter and comments how the party was attracted to the factory workers and soldiers. It could be a biased source .The Bolsheviks were a party that appealed to the masses as they guided the whole life of the factories and the soldiers' lives in barracks. Lenin and Trotsky were leaders. Source D was written in 1930. This was when Stalin ruled so he might have had to be careful what he wrote. His account might be subject to censorship. Regarding usefulness to an historian studying life in Russia in 1917 it is limited and reflects only positives on the Bolsheviks from the workers point of view.

Analysis

· The candidate has addressed the key feature  in the question by evaluating the usefulness of both sources in their historical context.

· A number of supportive and substantiated judgements made. However an overall judgement is needed.

· The historical context has referred to relevant events in Russia during 1917 in this case Lenin's April Theses.

AO1: 
Band 3 – Detailed understanding of the key feature in the question. 

AO3: 
Band 3 – Relative usefulness evaluated to a certain extent and analysis of the content and authorship is clear and reasonably substantiated.

AO1 – 5/6

AO3 – 5/6
Total -10/12

Candidate B

Source C is useful to an historian studying events in Russia in 1917 because the poster shows us how the workers gathered together to welcome the Red Guards in October 1917. That is when the Bolsheviks seized power. There are women in the crowd with the men. They are looking up to the Red Guard. The poster is produced by the Communists therefore they wanted to look as if they were popular therefore it might not be reliable. It is propaganda. More is needed to tell us about events in Russia in 1917.

Source D is useful to a certain extent. It tells us that the Bolsheviks are the party of the masses and therefore are popular. Their hopes rest with Lenin and Trotsky. The author is a Bolshevik and is writing about the Bolsheviks from his memoirs in 1930. The source does not tell us much about events in Russia in 1917.

Analysis

· The candidate has paraphrased some of the source material.

· Some understanding in Source C in the fact that they know the Bolsheviks seized power in October 1917. Some deductions made from Source D. 

· Some evidence of evaluation on usefulness in source C but limited from source D.  Just enough to get Band 2 A03.
· Very limited understanding of the key feature in the question. 

AO1:
Band 1 –Demonstrates limited understanding.

AO3: 
Band 2 –Partial analysis and evaluation in source C but lacking in source D. Only brief reference to content made.

AO1: 1/6

AO3: 3/6
Total 4/12

